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Question 

 
For the measurement of the open circuit voltage on a ballast with two lamps in series: 

1) Is it correct to take the measurements across both lamps, not one at the time, because the total voltage of 
the two lamps in series has to be measured? 

2) If the  answer  to 1) is yes, does it make sense to take the value referred in the data  sheet  to  one  lamp  
as the limit value of the open circuit voltage during preheating  (measured  across  two  lamps)? 

3) During  ignition, the open circuit voltage shall be greater than the minimum voltage  specified in the lamp 
data sheet for two lamps in series. Is there any data sheet that specifies the minimum voltage for two 
lamps in series or has the minimum value for one lamp to be used for two lamps in series?                                    

 

 

 

 

         

Decision 

 
1)  Yes. 

2) Yes, if the value is indicated in the data sheet or in the instructions of the lamp manufacturer. Otherwise, twice the 
value for one lamp can be used. 

3) The minimum voltage must be less than the maximum value of one lamp during preheating and at least the value of 
two lamps after preheating. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanatory notes 
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